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or Africa, you name it, most of the world’s
troubles stem from the fact that people are
determined to see their differences as more
important than their common humanity. And
then they slip from that into distrust and ha-
tred and dehumanization and violence. And
it’s a little, easy slope to fall down.

And one of the things that I think is impor-
tant about being a Democrat in the 21st cen-
tury is that we do believe everybody counts.
We think the people who are serving us here
ought to have the same chance to send our
kids to college as we do—their kids to college
as we do. We think everybody should have
a chance. We think the role of Government
is to give people the tools to make the most
of their own lives. And we really believe that
we all do better when we help each other.

We can only secure the independence of
people which our Constitution guarantees if
we recognize that we live in a world where
we are increasingly interdependent, and life
is going to be more interesting but only if
we can see our common humanity as more
important than all those interesting dif-
ferences.

So you just go out and tell people that.
Tell people our program adds up, and theirs
doesn’t, and ours will pull people together,
and theirs won’t. Those are two good reasons
to stick with our side and to show up on elec-
tion day.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 a.m. at a private
residence. In his remarks, he referred to reception
hosts Cindy Simon Skjodt and Paul Skjodt and
Mrs. Skjodt’s parents, cohosts Bren and Melvin
Simon; Mayor Bart Peterson of Indianapolis; Gov.
Frank O’Bannon of Indiana and his wife, Judy;
and Joseph J. Andrew, national chair, Democratic
National Committee.

The President’s Radio Address
October 21, 2000

Good morning. By any standard, this fall
is something special. Today New York hosts
the first game of the first ‘‘subway series’’
since 1956. We’re about to hold the first
Presidential election of the 21st century. And
this school year features the biggest class of
students in our Nation’s history.

Fall is also budget season in Washington,
time for Congress to put everything else
aside, step up to the plate, and complete its
work on behalf of our students and all Ameri-
cans. Instead, we’re 3 weeks into the new
fiscal year and still running the Government
on a week-by-week basis and still fighting to
get a budget that reflects the priorities of our
people. Today I want to talk about what’s
at stake, starting with education, because in
the last days of this Congress, our first pri-
ority should be the future of our children.

Al Gore and I came to Washington almost
8 years ago now with a strategy of fiscal dis-
cipline, targeted tax cuts, and investment in
our people. Our determination to live within
our means has brought our country out of
an age of deficits into an era of surpluses.
We’re actually paying down the national
debt, and Government spending is the small-
est percentage of national income it’s been
since 1966. And our education strategy—
higher standards, accountability, greater in-
vestment—is being embraced all across
America, and it’s working.

The dropout rate is down; test scores and
graduation rates are up. The percentage of
kids going on to college is at an all-time high,
thanks in part to the largest expansion of col-
lege aid since the GI bill.

This past February I submitted a balanced
budget that would sustain America’s pros-
perity by maintaining our fiscal discipline and
investing in our future. The budget strength-
ens Social Security and Medicare, adds a
Medicare prescription drug benefit, keeps us
on track to pay down the debt by 2012, and
invests in education, technology, the environ-
ment, and health care.

Unfortunately, while we’ve been working
to save money for our Nation’s future, the
Republican majority in Congress has been fo-
cusing on ways to spend it, loading up the
spending bills with record amounts of pork-
barrel spending. So again this week I’m ask-
ing Congress to bring its priorities back into
line with the Nation’s, and there’s no better
place to start than education.

We can’t lift our children up in schools
that are simply falling down. Congress should
approve my plan to help communities build
new schools and repair old ones. Every day
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they fail to act is another day too many chil-
dren attend class in drafty trailers, crowded
classrooms, and crumbling buildings. There’s
a bipartisan majority ready to pass tax credits
for school construction. It’s time for the Re-
publican leadership to stop blocking it,
schedule a vote, and let it happen.

We’ve also made a bipartisan commitment
to hire 100,000 new teachers to reduce class
sizes in the early grades and proposed an ini-
tiative to improve teacher quality. We’ve
hired about 30,000 of those teachers. But
now, the Republican leadership is trying to
back out of our commitment. Instead, we
should follow through. I’ve also proposed
doubling our funding for after-school pro-
grams to cover 1.6 million children.

We know after-school programs result in
higher test scores, lower juvenile crime rates,
and fewer drug problems. We ought to do
it. And we’re still waiting for Congress to
show that it supports holding our schools ac-
countable by providing the resources to turn
around failing schools or shut them down and
reopen them under new management.

Congress also needs to finish the rest of
its work, passing a real Patients’ Bill of
Rights, strong hate crimes legislation, and a
raise in the minimum wage. Now, in all these
cases, there is a bipartisan majority in both
Houses for these bills. But the majority par-
ty’s leadership again is blocking progress.

Congress should also act to ensure equal
treatment for immigrants and equal pay for
women. And it should pass the right kind of
tax cuts for middle-class Americans, targeted
tax cuts that preserve our fiscal discipline,
allow us to get this country out of debt, and
still give Americans tax relief to save for re-
tirement and meet the costs of long-term
care, child care, and college tuition, and tax
credits that support investments in our inner
cities, rural areas, Native American reserva-
tions, and other places our prosperity has not
yet reached.

These priorities deserve attention now, not
later. If I were a Member of Congress, I
wouldn’t want to go home and ask people
to send me back to Washington so I could
finish last year’s work next year.

Yesterday I signed a fourth continuing res-
olution to keep the Government open until
next Wednesday. But I told the leadership

that if they fail to meet yet another deadline,
we’re going to have to take the continuing
resolutions one day at a time until we get
the job done. So I urge them: Come back
next week, and let’s finish work on the budg-
et, so the benefits can start flowing to stu-
dents and families who need them most.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:25 p.m. on
October 20 at a private residence in Lowell, MA,
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 21. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on October 20 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Remarks at a Rally for
Representative Julia
Carson in Indianapolis
October 21, 2000

The President. Wow! I’ll tell you why I
came here: Because Julia Carson asked me,
and I always do whatever she asks me to do—
[laughter]—because I learned very early I
could do it right away or I could just wait
and let her grind on me until I finally broke
down and said yes. So I just say yes right
away to Julia now—[laughter]—and it solves
a lot of my problems.

Mr. Mayor, I’m glad to be back here in
your city, and I’m very proud that you are
now the mayor of this great city. And I want
to thank my longtime friend Jeff Smulyan for
helping Julia Carson. We were friends before
I ran for President. Before I knew I was
going to run for President, I met him. He
was just—I was just what President Bush
used to refer to as the Governor of a small
southern State—[laughter]—when we be-
came friends. And I thank you for helping
Julia.

Joe Andrew, I am so proud of you. He’s
got that riff down, doesn’t he, old Joe does.
I kind of wanted to run down here along the
side and pass the plate when he was up there
preaching. [Laughter] We knew he was
preaching to the saved, and so I thought we
ought to take up an offering here. [Laughter]

Let me say, I’m really proud of what the
Democrats have done in Indiana. I’m proud
of your great Governor, and I want you to
make sure he gets reelected. He deserves to


